
MAMS Monthly
Feburary 2020

Letter from the Principal

Greetings MAMS Family,

We are off and running in the 3rd marking period and I had the opportunity to meet with students
during Grade Level/Team Meetings on Wednesday February 5th with a goal of celebrating our
successes during the �rst half of the year and also remind students of both the academic and
behavioral expectations that go along with being a MAMS Student.

Topics of discussion included, academic performance and supports, attendance requirements, school
safety, social-emotional supports and behavioral expectations both inside and outside of school.
Please take the time to have a discussion with your child regarding these expectations as we look to
work together for student success.



---
With a goal of having students taking ownership of their learning and performance, students in grades
6-8 have been given access to the Student Portal. Students have received instructions on how to
access/track their progress in all of their classes. A Student Portal Code and Password has been
issued allowing students the ability to access their grades from the MAMS Webpage by clicking
“Student Portal” under the Shortcuts link on the left side of the page.

---
The Media Center, with assistance from the Student Equity Team, is hosting a Reading Challenge for
the month of February and March to coincide with Black History Month and Women’s History Month.

Student Equity Team Representatives have visited all English classes to share all of the details about
the contest and prizes, please see below:

Mirrors and Windows Reading Challenge

Books are sometimes “windows” into other people’s worlds. Readers also try to �nd their “mirrors” in
books. For many years, not all readers could �nd mirrors of themselves represented in books. The
MAMS library is committed to providing a diverse selection of books that represent all members of our
community. Join us in celebrating our diversity by participating in the MAMS Mirrors and Windows
Reading Challenge!

The Challenge: Read 8 diverse books by May 29th. (See back for details)
The Prize: An end of year pizza party!

Grand Prize:
Submit video book reviews on our Flipgrid at
https://�ipgrid.com/mamsequity
Whoever submits the best book reviews will win a book of their choice!

Your video will not be publicly shared but may be included as part of the MAMS Equity Project.

---
In recognition of School Counselors Week, I would like to thank all of our school counselors for their
hard work and dedication to the students of the Matawan Aberdeen Middle School.

https://flipgrid.com/mamsequity


Yearbook Orders
Yearbooks are available for purchase! If you're interested in
purchasing one, go to: Jostensyearbooks.com. Then, search for
Matawan Aberdeen Middle School. The current price is $43.00.

Note for 8th grade parents ONLY: If you're like to purchase an ad for
your 8th grader for the yearbook, you can also access that from the
Jostens purchase website. The deadline for ad purchases will end
on 2/13.

Strategic Planning Goal Setting Renewal Days
Check out the letter & video below to learn more about the MARSD district strategic planning initiative:

https://s.smore.com/u/12685f965f9d1d44ab74973c4c1ce1ec.jpg


School News

MARSD 2019 Strategic Planning Process Orientation 12-12-19

U.S. Census 2020
Did you know that the U.S. government will count the population in the 2020 Census? This is the 24th
time that the country has counted the population since 1790.

To learn about what the U.S. Census is and why it matters, click on the link below:

2020 Census | Unite… 2020census.gov

Learn about the 2020 Census - how to respond, and why it matters. Shape your future. START HERE.

Teacher of the Year & Educational Support Services
Professional of the Year
Congratulations to Ms. Bebel, the MAMS Teacher of the Year and Mr. Haney, the MAMS Educational
Support Services Professional of the Year.

https://2020census.gov/


MAMS Students Take on Careers at JA Park
By, Lauren H. (8th Grade)

In the last month, students at MAMS visited JA Park in Edison to extend their learning on �nancial
literacy. When the 6th grade attended, they were "assigned jobs" and participated in bis town, where
got to see what it was like to have a job in the real world.

Meanwhile, 7th grade and 8th grade students got to experience what it would be like to get a job and
see what it would be like to have children and get married. They spent the day learning about taxes,
budgeting, and making decisions about savings or spending. Some students admitted, "I'm poor!"
Others understood how costly it was to have children or had to make decisions between
entertainment and healthcare.

It was an informative day for all as they learned a lot about �nancial literacy and how it applies to their
futures.



Checking out the
cost of different
life expenses.

They discussed
their careers and
expenses based on
their budgets.

They're checking
out what their
savings will be!

MAMS PROUDLY PRESENTS: POCKETBOOK BINGO & GIFT
AUCTION

Valentine's Day Social
Looking for something fun to do during the week of Valentine's Day? Attend the Valentine's Day Social!
There will be music, a sel�e station, and ra�es! For more information, check out the �yer below:
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When: March 27, 2020
Where: MAMS Cafeteria
Time: 6:30 pm – 10 pm (Doors open at 5 pm)

ACT I:
Bingo Pre-sale Admission: $25 Includes: 10 games of Bingo and 1 Dotter Individual games $2 &
Additional 10 games $15

ACT II:
Gift Auction Tier 1: 1 sheet of tickets $10 Tier 2: 1 Sheet of tickets $15 Tier 3: Individual tickets 2
for $5 or 5 for $10 Pre-sale Ticket Bundle: $30 for 2 Tier 1, 1 Tier 2 and 2 Tier 3

ACT III:
50/50 $2 for single tickets or $8 for 10

ACT IV:
Birthday Board $5 for 2 dates

ACT V:
Lottery Apron $5 for 3 tickets

Encore:
Odd Bag Ra�e $5 for 3 tickets

Coffee, Tea and Dessert will be provided by MAMS PTSO Bring your own food and drinks
NO ALCOHOL
For all pre-sale ticket purchases make checks payable to: MAMS PTSO
Pre-sale ends 03/13/2020
For more information, contact Beth Feudale @ mamsbingo@gmail.com

Sports & Activities

Basketball Mid-Season Report
By, Emma B. (8th Grade)

mailto:mamsbingo@gmail.com
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MAMS boys
basketball in
action

The team huddles
for a strategy pep
talk

Let's go for the win!

This year’s basketball teams are off to a winning start. One of this year’s starters, 8th grader Cameron
(#1) is doing very well for his team. For the girls, 8th grader, Carissa (#22) and 7th grader Mikayla
(#24) are doing well for their team, possibly leading them to win the season. The girls have 7 wins so
far and boys have 4 wins. Check out a game before the season ends!

Check out the photos below with some highlights from the MAMS game against Neptune Middle
School.
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Get it in the net! MAMS wins again! Great offense work!

Wrestling Mid-Season Update
By, Ariana H. (8th Grade)

This year’s wrestling team is off to a busy start. They have had many close matches and have two
team wins. The competition has been very tough but they are persevering. Star wrestlers, Max and
Serenity, both 8th graders, have been doing extremely well. Check out a match before the season ends
and support our team!

Stay tuned for updates about our winter sports' season progress and for more information, visit:

https://www.marsd.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1220
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Join A Club at MAMS!
Are you interested in joining one of our awesome clubs? Make sure to
listen to the announcements or check out one of the club websites at:
https://www.marsd.org/site/Default.aspx?
PageType=1&SiteID=319&ChannelID=988&DirectoryType=6

Just for Fun

February Laughs
Found by, Brianna C. (8th Grade)

Q: What did the stamp say to the envelope?
A: I'm stuck on you

Q: What do you call two birds in love?
A: Tweethearts

Q: What did the Valentine card say to the stamp?
A: Stick with my and we'll go places

Q: What did the paper clip say to the magnet?
A: I �nd you very attractive

Q: What did the calculator say to the pencil on Valentine's Day?
A: You can count on me

Crafts & Treats

Important Spring Sports Information
Effective 1/15/2020

Sports Physical Submission for Spring Sports Participation Deadline 2/25/20
Attention all student-athletes interested in joining a Spring sports team, including Baseball, Softball,
Boys Spring Track, Girls Spring Track, Special Olympics Basketball & Track, Intramural Volleyball, &
Intramural Bowling.
The deadline for submitting your updated Family ID Registration and your updated Sports Physical
to the School Nurse is February 25th

Please contact the School Nurse at the Middle School or the Athletic O�ce at the High School, if you
should have any questions.

Here are some fun treats and crafts to keep the holiday spirit alive this month

https://www.marsd.org/site/Default.aspx?PageType=1&SiteID=319&ChannelID=988&DirectoryType=6
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Snowman Friend
Found by: Esther F. (8th Grade)

YOU WILL NEED:
Felt in 5 colors (approximately 10 x 20 cm large)
Scissors
Water soluable pen or tailors chalk
Embroidery threads in black and various other colours
Embroidery needle
Bakers twine
Paper straw

1. Download a heart template, cut out and then pin to a piece of felt folded in two.
2. Cut out the felt heart. Then repeat with the other felt till you have hearts in �ve different colors (you
will have 10 hearts in total)
3. On to one half of each heart pair, draw eyes.
4. Use black embroidery thread and sew the eyes onto each heart.
5. Use a contrasting color of embroidery thread and stitch two matching felt hearts together. Blanket
stitch works well and so does a more simple running stitch or over stitch. Leave a little opening at the
top, �ll with a small amount of toy stu�ng then stitch closed.



6. Add some rosy cheeks by dipping the end of a cotton bud slightly dampened into a blusher
compact. Dab the cotton bud onto the heart.
7. Thread a large needle with a longish length of bakers twine, sew through the top of the heart. Tie a
bow then trim one end short and leave the other on the needle long to �x to the straw.
8. Push the needle through the straw (try not to bend it as you go). Decide where you want the heart
to hang then tie a double knot in the twine and trim. Make a hanging loop by threading a piece of twine
about 50cm long through the straw at both ends. Knot to secure.
9. Hang and admire.

The Best Valentine's Day Rolled Sugar Cookies
Found by: Gabi A. and Esther F. (8th Grade)

YOU WILL NEED:
1 1/2 cups butter, softened
2 cups white sugar
4 eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
5 cups all-purpose �our
2 teaspoons baking powder
1 teaspoon salt

Prep: 20 min.
Cook: 8 min
Ready in: 3 hrs.

1. In a large bowl, cream together butter and sugar until smooth. Beat in eggs and vanilla. Stir in the
�our, baking powder, and salt. Cover, and chill dough for at least one hour (or overnight).

2. Preheat oven to 400 degrees F (200 degrees C). Roll out dough on �oured surface 1/4 to 1/2 inch
thick. Cut into shapes with any cookie cutter. Place cookies 1 inch apart on ungreased cookie
sheets.

3. Bake 6 to 8 minutes in preheated oven. Cool completely.



Monday, Feb. 3 - Early Dismissal for Students

Thursday, Feb. 13 - MAMS Valentine's Day Social

Friday, Feb. 14 - Monday, Feb. 17 - No School for Presidents' Weekend

Thursday, Feb. 27 - MAMS Black History Month Presentation

Footnotes: aluminum foil can be used to keep food moist, cook it evenly, and make clean-up easier.

January Calendar & Upcoming Events

Do Little is on the Big Screen NOW!
Just released in January, Do Little comes to life on the big screen. Check it out now while it's in
theaters!
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"Perseverance and spirit have done wonders in all ages" -

George Washington

Dolittle

Do you have a story for the newsletter?
Join our newspaper club! Or if you'd like one of our writers to report on something, contact us at:
csobieski@marsd.org. We will set up an interview!

@MAMSHighlights

Matawan Aberdeen Middle School

469 Matawan Avenue, Cliffwoo… 732-705-5400

marsd.org/Domain/319
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